65.   LETTER TO A. FENNER BROCKWAT

88 KNIGHTSBRIDGE,

LONDON, WM

September 29, 1931

DEAR  MR.  FENNER BROCKWAY,

I thank you for your letter enclosing manifesto1 about the
Meerut prisoners I have tried in my own manner and propose
to do so here, but I feel I should be excused from having to sign
the manifesto. First, because it may damage the cause which
you and I want to espouse.

Secondly, because I could not wholly subscribe to all the
statements made to [sic] you.

Tours sincerely^
From a photostat: S.N. 17877

1 This was m the form of a mass petition and read "We, the under-
signed, emphatically protest against the arrest and the continued imprison-
ment of those who are now being tried at Meerut, India, on the charge of
conspiracy against the King

"We recognize that these 31 political prisoners were arrested in March,
1929, because they led the revolt of the Indian workers against the intole-
rable conditions of employment which exist, and were successfully building
trade union organizations which were a real challenge both to British Impe-
rialism and to the Indian exploiters

"These prisoners have been detained on trial for over two years; some
hundreds of witnesses have been called, and many thousands of pounds have
been spent by the Government on the prosecution of these heroic standard-
bearers of the working class

"Not only do we demand their unconditional and immediate release,
but we further demand the immediate release of the Garhwah Riflemen who
gallantly refused to fire on an unarmed gathering of their fellow-countrymen,
and as a consequence have been sentenced to lifelong terms of imprisonment".
(SN. 1784-0). The addressee had asked Gandhyi to consider whether he could
sign it.
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